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View cf the History of Qissions. 
4 | t \7 
The Danish Aitsston sustained a 
loss in the death of Mir. Gericke.— 
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time of which we now write (1806) 
Mr. Kolhoff, althe ough he could ill afford 
i, gave, from hts own pocket, an annual 
sum, Which was necessary, he said, to 
oreserve the remote sa Se a ih eXx- 

tence. ‘L.e worthy missionaries, how- 
ver, notwithstanding every difficulty, 
lave gone on with exemplary zeal and 
patience, in the creat work of evan orcad 
ug the Heathen. Andevery year som 
ire added to the chureh. 
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the Chr an Observer, July, 1811.) 


ice the year L. 2, the church- 
es of th: Brethren haveendeavored to ex- 
tend the benelits of Christianity to Mea- 
then nations. From small beginnings, 
their missions have increased to thirty 
settlements. in which about 150 missian- 
vies are employed, who have under 
their care about 24.0G0 converts from 
amon various Heathen tribes. 

+ [heir motive in sending missionaries 
was. and continues to be, an ardent de- 
sire to promote the salvation o! ‘the in fel- 
low men, by mak Inge rat to them the 
Gospe t of Jesus Christ. Vhe v were griev- 
ed to hear of so ake millions sitting In 
darkness ; and, trusting in the promises 
of God, they went forth 
that theirlabur would not bein vain. 
Not disheartened by the 
t.cir means, they went forth in the 
strengt -of their God and fle has wrought 
The same spirit 
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been ra and 
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hardships of the missionary service. No 
Mission, however, has undertaken 
but by particular invitation, and with a 
prospect of bema protected in a perma- 
nent establishment. 

“ Members of the Brethren’s church, 
disposed tO serve in missions, mention 
their views to a cominittee of the synod 
appornted to superiotend missions sand 
if no wojection appears, they are consid- 
eredias candidates. As to eualific 
mich erudition is no 
be well versed in t! 
and tohave ane: 


heen 


ations, 
t ih) 


NJ ‘ . 6 4, . 
Sacred Ser ape urs “» 


reciured, 


cperimental Knowled e 
ot tic truths they contain.is indeed judg- 
ex! indispensably necessary. Buti iias 
been found by experience, that a coed 
understanding joined to a friendly dis- 
position, and, above ail, a heart filled 
with the love of Gu d.are the best and 
nost essential qualifications of amission- 
ary. Nerare, in general, the habits ofa 
student so well calculated to ferm his 
body jor a lxvorious life as those ef a me- 
chanic. 

“Yet men of learning are not exclud- 
e},and their gifts have been made useful 
in Various ways. When vacancies eccur, 


or hew missions are ta be begun, the list 


of candidates is examined, and those 
who appear suitable are called upon, and 
accept ordectine the call as they find 
themselves disposed. : 

* The settlements of the United 
Brethren among the Heathen, on the ist 
of January last, were as follows, viz. 

“ Begun in 1739, in the Danish West 
India Islands. amongst the Necro slaves: 
im St. Thomas, two settlements: in St. 
Crotx, three : in St. Jan. two. 
1753, in Greenland, 


Recun in 
three. Begun in 
1734, amonezthe native Indians, in North 
America, two settlements, one in Upper 
Canada, and one on the Muskingum: 
gince whichone has been formed.in i801, 
among the Cherckees, and one among 
the Creeks in 1807. Beeun in 17358, in 
Scuth America. three settlements among 
the Negro slaves. free Negroes and na- 
tive Indians, in and near Surrinam. Be- 
gunin (754,in Jamaica,two settlements 3 
in 1756, in Antigua, three: in i764, a- 
mong the Esquimaux Indians, on the 
coast of Labrador, three : in 1765, one 
in Barbadoes, and one among the Cal- 
wucs at Sarepta, near the Caspian Sea; 
and in 1775, one intheisland of St. Kitts. 


In 1736, asetUlement wes formed amans 
the Hotentots, near the Cape of Good 
Ilope, which it became necessary to 9. 
bandon, but the attempt was renewed jy 
1792, and.two settlements have bees 
forined there. In all, 29. 

* The Brethren had formerly thro» 
flaurishing setilements on the Muskip. 
gum,in North America. In the Ameri 
can war, the settlements were destroyed. 
and the inhabitants partly murdered, 

* In 1736, George Schmidt, aman ef 
remarkable zeal and courage, had sue 
cceded in furming a small congregation 
fiom among the Hotentots. He left them 
ty the care ofa pions man, and returned 
to Hurope to procure assistance, The 
Dateh ast India Company would not, 
however, permit hin to resume his |a- 
ors, lest the conversion of the Hotentots 
should injure the colony. At length, in 
1792, alter repeated applications, leave 
was given to the Brethren to send out 
fresh missionanes. The different gov- 
ernmetts,whether British or Dutch, have 
since been extremely favorable to them ; 
and they proceed successfully on the 
very apot. Bavian’s Kloof, where George 
Sclinidt had Inbored. This place, in 
1792, was barren andl uninhabited. At 
present there are five married, ani 
two single missionaries residing there, 
with about 1000 Hotentots. <A second 
mission has been begun, by desire of earl 
Caledon, of whom the missionaries speak 
in the very highest terms. 

* Attempts have been made ts estab- 
lish missionaries near Tranquehar.on the 
Coromandel coast, in the Nicobar is'- 
ands, and at Serampore and Potna in 
Bengal. Dut various circumstances, ani 

articularly the expense, which far ex- 

ceeded the ability of the Brethren, occa- 
sioned the relinguishment of all these 
attempts. 

«“ The mission at Sarepta has not been 
very successful arnong the Calmuc Tar- 
tars, for whose benefit it was designed, 
although the exertions of the missionaries 
have been great and persevering. ‘They 
have. however, been made very useful to 
the German colonists on the Wolga, and 
they have also turned their attention to 
the education of Heathen children. 

+* The most flourishing missions at pre- 
gent are, these in Greenland, Labrador, 
Antigua, St. Kitts, the Danish Vest In, 
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iy islands, and the Cape of Good Tone. 
r n Jamaica, the progress has beeu slow. 

« Missions have also been attempted 

1) the following places, which have not 
wucceeded 5 tu Lapland i in 17553 to the 
coast of Guinea, ia 1737, and ¢ cain in 
“08: to the Negroes in Geor via, in 
ras; tothe slaves in Algiers, im 1739; 
ww Ceylon, | in L740: to Persia, in 17 47; 
and to Rgypt.in 1752. In Upper Egypt 
there Was some prospect of success 3 but 
ihe wars Of the bevs made the stay of the 
jvethren unadyisable. 

+ The general synods of the Bretliren’s 
church appoint a select number of bish- 
ops aud elders, called the Elders’ Con- 
ference of the U nity, tu.superintend its 
concerns till the next ve ‘neral synod, 
yhich meets usually every seven or eight 
years. This conference is divided into 
four committees, to one of which the care 
of missions is entrusted. With this com- 
yittee all missionaries correspond. From 
teir letters and diaries, a secretary 
jiakes extracts, of which copies are sent 
aud read to all the congregations and 
missions. All things relating to missions 
re first discussed in this committee 5 but 
bo resolutions are formed without the 
concurrence of the whole conference. In 
each settlemeat, one brother is appointed 
iy superintend the mission ; but he nev- 
cv acts without consulting his fellow-la- 
borers. A society is formed amone the 
Brethren in London, which takes the 
whole charge of the mission at Labrador, 
and assists “the other missions, especially 
tiose in the British dominions, as much 

a3 lies in their power. A small vessel is 


employed to convey the necessaries of 


lue to the. missionaries on the coast of 
Labrador once a year: and for upwards 
of forty years, no disaster has befallen 
this vessel, so as to interr upt the regular 
annual communication, though the navi- 
gation is of a ver y dangerous kind. In 
Amsterdam, a similar society was form- 
ed; but the troubles in Holland have er 
it ont of their power to assist much ¢ 
present. Another society of the same 
kind exists among the Brethren in Amer- 
lca. ‘These three sucieties have dene all 
In their power to support the accumulated 
burdens of the 8, sy ; but they have 
ho power tu begin new misgions, or to 
send out missiovaries, which is vested 
Salely in the Elders’ Conference ef the 
l nity. 


“The rerulations of the settlements 
are every where the same. The Gospel 
is preached to all vie Heathen to whee 
the milssionaries can have access, whe 
likewise dilirentiy visit and converse 
with them in their dwellings. Those 
who are awakened to a sense of their lost 
state by neture, and their need of a Sav- 
ror, ave called new people, and are partic- 
ularly attended to. Ifthey manifest an 
earnest desire to be saved, they are ad- 
initted as candidates for baptis: n, and,at- 
tera term of instruction and probation, 
baptized. If they prove by their conduct 
the genuineness of their profession, alter 
beine fora time candidates for the com- 
mattoit, they become comimunicants.— 
Mach of these classes has separate meet- 
Ings, in which they receive suitable ex- 
hortation aud jnstruction, ‘Separate 
incetings are also held with the alten. 
single men, single women, married peo- 
ple, widowers, and widows, in which the 
admonitions adapted to their respective 
situations and circumstances are given, 
Each of the baptized comes at stated 
times to converse privately, the men with 
the mis: ionary, the women with his wife, 
by which amore intimate Knowledge of 
them is obtained. and appropriate advice 
given. ‘Po assist in this important object 
of acquiring a knowledge of the state of 
individuals, in large missions, assistants 
of both sexes are chosen from among the 
converts, to visit from house to house, at- 

tend to the sick, preserve order, and pro- 
mote harmony. “hese assistants meet 
the missionaries at stated times, in order 
to confer with them on the state of the 
congrezation. ‘The assistants are allow- 
ed occasionally, on week days, to ad- 
dress the congregations. Other persons 
of good character are used as servants in 
the chape 4oand they meet to consult on 
subjec tsrespecting outward oi der. <At 
times a council is held with a number 

of inhabitants chosen by the congrega- 
tion, in which all things relating to the 
welfare of the settlers are discussed. 
When tie congregation consists of 
slaves, the external regulations are ne- 
cessartly somewhat different. The m- 
ternal regulations are the same in all. 

Those who viclate the precepts of the 
Bible. are shut out from church felluw- 
ship till t he y have given proof of repen- 
tance. mc. yu! S are estab! is!) - d Lit ail tlie 





188 


Brethroen’s settlements aniong fre 
SONS 5 amd a Sunday school, 
sion of some planters, has been bean 
Antigua. ea boos 
and parts ¢ fthe Scriptures, hi 
printed in various In allahe 
ervepente, tie congregations meet. 
once every day, for : and 
on Sabet "the missionaries are em- 
ployed from break of day till dark, in 
various spiritual duties 3 which also oc- 
cupy them much on the week days. 
“Tie Brethren have found by lone CX- 
perience, thats the word of the cross is 
the power of God unto salvation to all 
them that believe? They. therefore, 
preach Jesus and him crucified, ss: 
the word in tears, with aad 
courage; knowing that they shall heve- 
after reap wita joy. 
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* Such is the ount ‘giver of ' 
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most earnestly to the attention of 
readers.” 
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of seme missionary man. Itis a fact 


that ought not to be forgetten, that so 
Jately as last March. a Bible i in any lan- 
se could not be fo wid, for sale or to 
be give : away,in Wew Orleans. And 
yeteight thousand Bibles would uot sup- 
ply the ‘deat itu te mn this State. 
Qurappeal is to the cliisuan pul bslic.— 
What shall be done F Shall we leave one 
of our fairest cides to Lecempletely over- 
Whe ‘med with vice and folly 2? The 
ied iu dation of the Miisstssipph 
would not be hati wv ruinous, Now by 
divine assistance, an effectual barner 
Via be © sppose d to the ry of iniquity. 
Aiid is the libe ality of the christian 
community por ana § dP ‘ vou 
Kioles to ‘ ives no missionaries to send 
Are there no meu of apostolic spit it, who 
desire not** another man’s line of “thines 
inace ready to their hands 2? ‘eu is 
the case of this curvy wretched and hope- 
less indeed.—But surely the cry of suine 
ol its citizens inust be heard. ltis ear- 
nest and impertuoate. Itis continually 
sounding in our ears—Send us some oue 
te break to us the bread of hile. 
friends and fellow 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR, 


RELIGION Tike TRUE GLORY OF MAN. 


It is no impropriety of language to say 
that imanis iv che. a de spraved being ; 
that heis by nefure prone to evil, and a- 
verse jrom that hich is good, It is the 
state in which we are all born into the 
world. "Vie Seriptures use this phrase- 
ology to distinguish the moral condition 
of fallen man, antecedent to his conver- 
sion, Rom that regenerate and holy state 
into which the suul is supernaturally in- 
troduced by the power of the Spirit of 
God. 

But there is another, and more strict- 
Jy philosophical sense of the word natu- 
yal, as it signifies whatever is suitable to 
the constitution which our Creator has 
given us. In this view a state of depra- 

vity, or rebellion against God, is the most 
unnatural thing that can be conceived. 
{i is the perversion of our faculties, the 
destruction of our happiness. 

Look abroad upon this animated world. 
You odserve wat cvery sentient keing 


dwells in some situation adapted to th, 
constitution of its nature. As the ey. 
stitutions are various, the sifwations Vary 
iso. ‘lo take a single plain instancut 
Many creatures inhabit the surface «/ 
the earth, others have their abode in t. 
waters. “hat situation which is sujty. 
bie to each, we may take leave to call iis 
proper element ; aad in. this. element jt 
finds its nourishnwut, its scene of aciiy)- 
ty, amd its sources of enjoyment. — lin. 
merse a bird, or other aniinal of the | ut ul, 
into the waters, and it soon misera ay 
pevisies. Bring 4 fish from the waters 
upou dry land, if languishes aad dies | 
like manner. “Phese facets are obsion: 
and known toalls but few think of the 
anualosy which they ought te sugeest to 
our attention. What is the proper ei. 
meut of human nature ? We Know in- 
deed that man is an animal. By this 
part of his structure he is connected with 
the objects of seuse and of appetite by 
which he is surrounded. But in tie 
complexity of our constitution we find a 
lar more dignificd and iniportant part— 
Wehave rational souls, capable of 
ing our glorious of feellug om 
obligations to lim for his goodness, ou 
respov sibility to him as our Lawygiver 
anid exercising communion 
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Maker s 


Judge; of 
with him, and en joyviug in that comman 

jon afelicity more exalted and pure, as 
well as more peng than any whici 
this world affords. Ina word, we are 
moral creatures, in a State of training un- 
der the governmeut of God, and destined! 
to an eternal retribution hereafter. {t 
will appear, then, that religion is the ap- 
propriate element of man, considered 10 
his better part. His capacity of religion 
[take to be the surest, and certaialy u 
is the noblest attribute, by which he is 
discriminated from his fellow inhabitauts 
of the earth. Contemplate the humaa 
soul. Admire the vast reach of its in- 
tellectual powers, tlie aes and wide- 
roaming excursions of its imagination. 
the boundless grasp, may I not say, of 
its desires. Our globe is too lite le, the 
creation is too poor, fully to occupy such 
faculties. or to satiate such desires. ‘Lhe 
soul instinctively pronounces these things 
insuMcient to satisfy its cravings, in 

language of restlessness and delice : 
and shows, amidst all its blindness and 
wanderings, that its only rest is to be 






































fund in the bosom of its God. To lead 
ys to that rest is the very business of re- 
jvion. It displays an all-perfect Deity 
ty the view of our minds. It humbles us 
‘) the dust before him, as we assuredly 
cught to be humbled, on account of our 
wiles ess and transgressions. It cheers 
eur sinking spirits. and brings us nigh to 
Ged in reconciliation, love, and confi- 
dence, through the amazing, heart-sub- 
duing * redemption which is tn Christ 
Josus.? It seals the free remission of 
«ns tothe troubled conscience. It arms 
ie believer for the holy war, and se- 
cures to hin that strength from above 
which may be necessary to the accom- 
nlishment of his victory over all his enc- 
It inspires the hope, sometimes 
tie full assurance, of an “ exceeding and 
eternal wetghit of glory,” to be received 
and enjoyed in the blissful world above. 
J venture to say that even a small degree 
ofthis hope is more consolatory, more 
precious to the sincere Christian, than 
allthe delights and grandeur of this vain 
life would be without it. 

Here are objects to engage forever the 

inquisitive and sti idious powers of the 
soul, and te expand it with ever-crowing 
almiration, Here are enjoyn 1ents sub- 
lime and unfading,adapted to our nature, 
and more than adequate to our largest 
desire. Tere isa prize worthy to be 
contended for with the utmost ardour 

and perseverance of activity. Under 
thine impressions the soldier of the cress 
travels, strugcles, and with invincible re- 
solution fights ts way through hosts of 
foes : animated by the voice of « the 
Captain of his salvation,” and checred 
with many a sweet foretaste of the bless- 
edness reserved for him in the heavens. 
After a few years of conflict, he enters 
into that « fulness of joy which i ig in the 
presence of God, and into those plea- 
sures which are at his right hand for e- 
vermore.’ 

If this representation of things be 
correct, it follows that a state of sin and 
alienation from God, is most perverse, 
absurd and degrading. In turning a- 
way from God, man forsakes the only 
object that can make him happy. He 
madly despises celestial mercy and peace, 
ro the sake of trifles which perish in 

eusing,” and wh ich, even while. they 
latean never satisfy his wishes. W ithout 
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“ the light of God‘’s countenauce” beam- 
ing upor the soul, this universe is in re- 
ality nothing but a dark and miserable 
wilderness, full of death, full of ruin. 
The sinner may dream, for a season, that 
it is otherwise. He may amuse him- 
self, for a little moment. with idle fan- 
cies and fleeting gratifications. But the 
truth inust soon burst upon his vision in 
ail its terrors. O that men would be 
wise, to consider what is their glory ; to 
renounce the ways of imiquifs y with the 
abhorrence which they deserve: and to 
aspire after that “* crown of rightecus- 
ness,” which God the righteous Judge, 
will bestov upon all his fait) ful servants 
at the lastday! 
PHILANDER. 
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CHRIST nat YMONT OR. 


RALL’S SO ERMONS 


There has recentiy been published 
this country a volume of sermons, by 
Robert Hall, A. M. a member of the Bap- 
tist Society in England. We would re- 
commend this work to the perusal of eur 
readers. Hlailisa man of learning, and 
of most snlendid talents. His eloquence 
is netof the fashionable sort, full of con- 


ceit, abounding in mixed figures, and 
metaphors pursned in an extrayvarint 


way, but of that species which consists of 
proiot und reasonie zs and powerful feel- 
ing: the force of which is, of course, ac- 
kno wledged by every man of unsophisti- 
cated taste 
understands the language in which itt 
expressed. ‘These sermons will last ;— 
and when the laboured, and frieid dis- 
courses, which popular literary journals 
recommend with a warmth of zeal pra- 
portioned tothe preacher’s coolness, shall 
have been utterly forgotten, the name of 
Halil will be remembered, and “ he being 
dead, will still speak.” 

We were so much pleased with a pas- 
sage in the preface to the discourse deliv- 
ered at the ordination ef the Rev. James 
Robertson, that we cannot forbear mak - 
ing an extract from it, for the gratifica 
tion ef the readers of the Monitors; only 

remising that Vi: cbertson is am dn- 
dependent, and, as we have before men- 
tioned, Hall wa Paptist. 

“ [tit {the sermon) have any tenden 
‘ cytoude rood bevor d the eccasjon af 
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vis suddenly carried © 
ease. His plivsicia s focbad the commu 
nication of this 1 tellic nee. The first 
notice that he had of this chanee was zl 
en, no doubt. by the joylal greeting of) 
much and loug loved companion, in 
elory. That they are re-unites 
yower of time or chance, | 
death to separate them, is the best consv- 
lation of their mournlag frieuds. 
Leader! Be not clothful: but the fo! 
laws:s of them who throne) faith and pa- 
tience, inherit the promises. 
Wee hope to give hereafter a memori 
ed and much loved friend 
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vuther. 
‘ro.on the 8th inst. at the Glede- 
unenburg County, the Revd. Dr. 
Camenox,ia the 71st year of his 





